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e Council Updates
® Hearing Loop Info
e On-line Directory

e Prayer List

Calendar

Knitting, Tuesdays at 10:00AM
Bibles & Books, 10:00AM the Second & Fourth Tuesday
ROMEQOs, Fridays, 12:00PM
JULIETs, September 26, 12:00PM
First Monday Dinner & Discussion, resumes in October
Council Meeting, September 8, 4:30
Open & Affirming Group, September 9, 7:00PM
Service & Advocacy, September 7, 11:15 AM
Book Group, September 15, 7:30PM

F—
Spiritual Growth Group |, September 22, 7:15 PM
Spiritual Growth Group Il, September 9, 7:15PM
Spiritual Growth Group IV, September 3, 2:00PM

The church office is staffed on Tuesdays
10:00am-3:00pm and Thursdays 12:30-3:00pm. If
you need to contact staff or access to the building
at an alternative time, please email or call:
office@mtriseucc.org or 585-223-2433. Please don't
hesitate to leave a telephone message.
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SATURDAY FUN NIGHT!

. Regardless of age, come join us for...
e

GAME NIGHT

\ﬁ Saturday, September 13
Second Saturdays of the Month
6:30-8:30 pm, Lower Fellowship Hall

Please bring a snack or drink to share as well as games to play.

No Sign-up is necessary.
Questions? Contact Rob Stevens at 314-1938 or
robertstevens11@gmail.com

Mountain Rise Church Picnic

White Brook Nature Center,
250 Aldrich Rd, Fairport
Sunday, September 14

Please join us for worship & picnic
in the park!

Food! Games! Fun!

Please sign up to bring a potluck
item or games on the clipboard on Sunday.
Text/email Trisch at 585.749.4235 or
trisch14564@gmail.com


mailto:robertstevens11@gmail.com
mailto:office@mtriseucc.org

Volume 39 Number 8

September 2025

Service and Advocacy

For Justice and Peace

Service & Advocacy Committee Holds Retreat

On July 31st, members of Service & Advocacy gathered
at church for a retreat, having decided in advance that
we didn't want to do any business that day. Instead we
wanted a time to reflect on the state of the world and
how we, as Christians, are called to respond.

We began the day by donning someone else’s shoes
and walking in them to three “stations” where members
were asked to reflect on a Bible passage and several
questions revolving around the topics of cruelty,
empathy, and compassion. When we came back
together we responded to these questions:

— Besides one-on-one cruelty, what other forms of
cruelty or reasons for cruelty exist in our society?

— What is empathy?

— What causes people not to express empathy?

— What is compassion?

We came to the conclusion that empathy alone is not
the answer. From Paul Bloom’s Against Empathy we
learned that relying on empathy is the wrong way to
make the world a better place...but morality,
compassion, kindness, love, being a good neighbor,
being a "mensch,” and doing the right thing are the
right way.

After a break, we tackled more focused questions
about compassionate action and Mountain Rise:

— How can we respond to cruelty with compassionate
action?

— What role could Mountain Rise play in responding
to cruelty in our society?

— What types of impactful, compassionate responses/
actions might our church take?

After a very full morning and many filled-up pages of
easel paper, we gathered in the Social Hall for a
delicious potluck salad lunch, complete with 2
homemade peach pies (speak with Bob Lynn for the
recipe!) for dessert.

Upon regathering in the sanctuary, we responded to a
series of questions with much more brainstorming:

— How does all of this (cruelty, empathy, compassion,
action) impact what Service & Advocacy does and how
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the committee reacts to requests from the
congregation about crises in the community and the
world?

— How do we consider if any harm might result
from our decision?

— How do we avoid knee jerk reactions (based on
empathy alone)?

— And, how do we better communicate all of this to
the congregation?

We closed by singing together the hymn “God, Give
Us Eyes to See Your Reign.” It is our hope to continue
working on these questions and begin to see new
ways to meet the needs of our hurting neighbors,
review our allocation policy, and improve our
communications with the congregation.

-
J, LIDERA
From Evelyn, the director of LIDERA and Grow

Academy, the nursery school located in Viviendo en
Amor y Fe church in Honduras.

"Thank you for believing in us, for walking alongside
us, and for making it possible for every child to feel
seen, valued, and deeply loved.”

Please take a look at the full report. There are a lot of
photos. (attached to the newsletter email).

Church World Service
Kids School Supplies List

One box of 12 colored pencils
One 2 pocket folder
One glue stick

One pair of round tip blunt scissors <
One 70 page count spiral bound notebook
One 30 centimeter / 12 inch ruler

One hand held pencil sharpener

One large eraser

Six new, unsharpened pencils with erasers
One box of 24 crayons

A $2 donation to defray shipping

Please return to church by Sunday, September 28.
2
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Justice and Peace Action Network (JPANet)
Looking for a Way to Take Positive Action?

This network is the grassroots advocacy of the United
Church of Christ across the country. The JPANet both
educates and engages its members in shaping public
policy in keeping with God's vision of a just and loving
society. Its work is grounded in General Synod resolutions,
consistent with historic UCC witness, and formed by a
biblical understanding of prophetic ministry.

Sign up below to join the network and receive weekly
action alerts in your email about UCC justice issues.
Click here

Open & Affirming Group Meeting
Tuesday, September 9
at 7:00 pm

at Mountain Rise

YOU are Welcome!
NO AUGUST MEETING

PERINTON
FOOD SHELF

An Emergency Food Relief Organization

Perinton Food Shelf Needs:
Listed below is what we really need. Please remember we do not
accept expired food and jumbo size isn't always the best as they
won't fit into our boxes or make them too heavy.

We need: Canned pasta, peas, carrots, peaches, mixed
vegetables, large soup (19 oz), spaghetti sauce, coffee,
cooking oil, rice/rice mixes, mashed potatoes, spaghetti,
oatmeal, stuffing, gravy, cake mixes, brownie mixes, canned
chili, beef stew.

Also needed: sturdy plastic reusable grocery bags like Wegmans,
clean and in good shape; they would be greatly appreciated.
Thank you for your support.
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We are excited to welcome
Seneca Nation Leader David
Shongo to our church on
Sunday, October 19 to offer us
an educational presentation
following worship. With a proud
and rich history, the Seneca were
the largest of six Native American
nations which comprised the lroquois Confederacy
or Six Nations, a democratic government that pre-
dates the United States Constitution. The historical
Seneca occupied territory throughout the Finger
Lakes area in Central New York, and in the Genesee
Valley in Western New York, living in longhouses on
the riversides.

Please save the date as we at Mountain Rise
explore how to support Native peoples and
protect their land.

Pride Parade July 2025

Mountain Rise UCC members and friends walked in
the Pride Parade this year with 5 other Rochester
area United Church of Christ churches: Webster
UCC, Honeoye UCC, West Bloomfield UCC,
Irondequoit UCC, and Henrietta UCC. Our Mountain
Rise contingency was 10 strong plus 3 riding in Mike
Tiss' car. Kudos to everyone who participated!

What a joy and privilege to support our LGBTQ+
neighbors and friends, especially during these times.
May we continue to be faithful allies to this vibrant
community!


https://www.ucc.org/what-we-do/justice-local-church-ministries/justice/washington-dc-office/justice-and-peace-action-network/
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September is
United Church of Christ “Just Peace” Month

In recognition of the humanitarian crisis in Gaza, UCC Just
Peace Month, and the recent UCC Declaration calling for
an end to Genocide in Gaza, the Mountain Rise Universal
Justice Team will offer opportunities to engage in
thoughtful reflection and actions regarding the Israeli/
Gaza conflict.

Just Peace Candlelight Vigil, Thursday, Sept. 25, 7-8pm
There is nothing more powerful than the act
of communal prayer. Come for silent prayer
or just to sit in solidarity with Gaza and
Ukraine. Silence and candlelight.

Faith & Film, Friday, Sept. 19, 2-4pm, “The Other Son"
, is the moving and provocative tale (filmed
=lin Israel and the West Bank) of two young
Imen - one Israeli, the other Palestinian, who
gheothersan jiscover they were accidentally switched at
birth, and the complex repercussions on themselves and
their respective families.

Book Discussion, Sun. Oct. 5, 11:30-12:30, after church
"Chosen? Reading the Bible Amid the Israeli-
Palestinian Conflict” by Walter Brueggemann. “This book
is a great service to the Jewish people and ~—

all who rely on the Hebrew Bible as a gwdeh_*&

to life by demonstrating that there is no CHOSEN?
straight line between ancient Holy texts and| «wa =

- '|‘\-ll'\r {
. *\\?—‘1

MALTES f e Nd s

the oppression of the Palestinian people.”-
Rabbi Michael Lerner. We have some books

to loan, but it is also available on Amazon.
Leader: Linda Boesl

Doctors Without Borders, Sundays, Sept. 7, 21, 28,
\.,;_, W coffee hour The Executive Summary from
b;:i‘ =24 Doctors Without Borders/MFS, “Life in a
L8 B Death Trap” speaks to the devastation being
: M witnessed in Gaza, as they attempt life

GAZA: saving measures. This and other
JAFE TN . . . .
ADEATHTRAP |educational materials will be available

A during coffee hour.
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€ Foodlink
After a tour of the impressive 250,000 square foot
facility, including a refrigerator that holds 60,000
pounds of food, | and 9 other Mountain Rise folks
began our "work". We unloaded banana boxes full
of products donated from various sources and put
them at 4 different designated "stations": cleaning
products, kitchen supplies, health and beauty
supplies, and household items. Then with another
banana box, (not sure why there were so many
banana boxes!), we filled them with a variety from
each station. Each box, weighing not more then 15
pounds, were then moved to a pallet ready for
distribution. Our job was done!

Even though we all had sore backs, the effort was
wonderfully satisfying. | was partnered with some
people | knew but never had time to engage. One
can tell a lot about a person when they're filling
banana boxes . Lots of fun.

Foodlink distributes 10,000 meals each day, and
offers many outreach programs for the underserved
in our community. “l was truly humbled, and believe

some of God's work is being done.” - volunteer,
Cheryl Pipkin

Thank you to Bob Lynn, Bill Bross, Cheryl Pipkin,
Tom Prins, Linda Boesl and her daughter, Jerry
Kersting, Kathy Nixon, Judie and especially James
Mietz who organized this opportunity for Mountain
Rise. We appreciate your enthusiasm and energy.

Loed. iy work = whethes ata
jls. at home or in a s2ivice-

me

loreka il with

puUrposean
pecCs.

1,080 me from beng
avaiwtelmed, 21d remind me
taat my ao‘thic notin ahat |

modm butir

1 Q. o
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UCC / United Church of Christ is the Protestant National
Denomination of which Mountain Rise is a member.
Mountain Rise Universal Justice Team: Linda Boesl, Jack Heister, Bob
Lynn, Judith Medeiros, James Mietz, Gary Schaeffer,

Kathy Simpson and Joanne Guarnere

General Synod Passes Declaration for an End to
Genocide in Palestine

by Kayla Berkey | published on Jul 15, 2025

Following heartfelt discussion and careful consideration,
General Synod took a clear stand in naming the ongoing
genocide of Palestinians “a humanitarian crisis that calls
for immediate action.”

As the “Declaration for an End to Genocide in
Palestine” was brought to the delegate body, the Rev.
Emma Loane, chair of the resolution’s committee #11
and delegate from the Indiana-Kentucky Conference,
named an awareness of “bearing the weight of a topic of
immense global urgency marked by devastating human
cost and long, painful histories behind every word.”

She took special care to invite its committee members to
gather around the baptismal fount near the Synod stage
as the resolution was introduced “as a physical witness
to the holy labor we carried out together,” she said.

During over an hour of discussion on the Synod floor, all
delegates who spoke offered support for the resolution
or proposed and debated whether additional
amendments should be added.

Mayadah Tarazi, a representative of longtime Global
Ministries’ partner YWCA Palestine, shared that she is
originally from Gaza where most of her family members
still live and are sheltering in the church. She offered
gratitude for the resolution, along with a heavy heart.

“This resolution is not an end, but a beginning, a faithful
act of truth-telling in a time when truth is being silenced.
The genocide is still happening. Every day, around 70
lives are lost in Gaza,” she said. “This resolution gives us
hope that the church will move from words to faithful
action through advocacy, divestment, education, and
deep solidarity.” Others also named the immense grief
and urgency underlying the words of the resolution.
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“When I see the tears of the people of Gaza, |
see the tears of Black Americans. When | see the
tears of the people of Gaza, | see the tears of
Native Americans. And in these tears, | see the
tears of God. The world has abandoned the
people of Gaza like in 1994 when the world
abandoned the people of Rwanda. On a daily
basis, the genocide in Gaza has been
implemented by American taxes. Do we feel
guilty of this? Every aspect of international law
has been frustrated in Gaza, and we are called
here to be the church.”

-Jerry Locula, a delegate from the Minnesota Conference

Following the extensive discussion, the resolution
passed with broad support in the form that was
presented to the delegate body by the resolution’s
committee. The resolution was approved by 594
delegates, with 32 denying and 14 abstaining.
“Passing this resolution says we will not look away.
We will not be silent. We will speak the truth in love.
We will follow Jesus who blesses the peacemakers
and draws near to the suffering,” Rev. Loane said.
Content on ucc.org is copyrighted by the National
Setting of the United Church of Christ.

s an d |u Hce;

the earth is ful
of his unfailing love" i

PSALEA 235 MY


https://www.uccmn.org/
https://www.ucc.org/author/berkeyk/
https://generalsynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/11.-Palestine-motion-only.pdf
https://generalsynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/11.-Palestine-motion-only.pdf
https://ikcucc.org/
https://www.globalministries.org/partner/ywca_of_palestine_palestine_1/
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HOPE Update
Despite the ongoing political and economic crisis in
Haiti, our friends at Haiti Outreach Pwoje Espwa
(H.O.P.E) continue to provide health care and disease
prevention programs in Northern Haiti. In addition to
their regular emergency and inpatient programs,
over the past two months Dr. Thony and the team in
Borgne have conducted two mobile clinics, an open
door (free) clinic at the hospital, and are working with
Vestergaard, a water filtration and treatment
company, to provide water purification technology
and training to neighborhoods throughout the
region. The collaboration with Verstergaard is critical
because waterborne disease remains one of the most
significant health challenges facing people in Borgne,
and is especially harmful to children and pregnant
women. In addition, due to the generous support of
the Mountain Rise community, H.O.P.E will be able to
start upgrades to the solar power system at the
hospital beginning this month. These upgrades
provide the power storage necessary to allow H.O.PE
to run the emergency room and other facilities
during the evening hours without using expensive
diesel fuel used in their generator. The photos below
are from the water purification education programs
and recent clinics.
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Get Ready! Get Set!

It's time to get ready! The Search Committee is
faithfully seeking God'’s help in finding the next
pastor for our church. We too must get ready to
receive them. We began this search joining
together in an-all church read of Rev. Dr. John
Dorhauer’s book Beyond Resistance. This gave us
new language, new insights, and a renewed sense
of community in our forward motion. It helped us
set a course.

Let's do it again! This time with the wonderful book,
Practicing Our Faith: A Way of Life
e laille for a Searching People by Dorothy
. Bass. This book explores how our
faith is rooted in ancient practices
%% and rich traditions meant to
8 cnhance the quality of our lives as a
church family. It helps us define
| what makes the church different
4\* am 0- &
Q»d C ¥R from a club, or a corporation. How
do we approach the complexities of
life such as making decisions, offering forgiveness,
healing riffs, and making choices about how we
engage in important conversations and even how
we spend our money.

This well-known text will hold sacred space for our
faith formation as Rev. Kelly preaches from the
pulpit, and small groups discuss the book. Judith
Medeiros has offered to support and organize this
endeavor in helping our church turn its face toward
a bright future. Please watch the bulletin board for
opportunities. The book is available on Amazon in
paperback and audio.

o
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During the past two months since Mountain Rise's
annual meeting in June, I've been contemplating the
clarion call for improved communication and
transparency. As |'ve been praying and listening for the
Spirit, it's become evident that this community of faith is
not merely seeking information presented in weekly
email updates, Sunday bulletins, monthly newsletters,
special email announcements, and minutes. Instead, the
call for better communication and transparency goes
much deeper, emphasizing the importance of
understanding and trust.

Two significant factors that hinder effective
communication and transparency are silos and the
nostalgic desire to operate as the beloved house
church.

A substantial portion of Mountain Rise’s ministry,
governance, and business operates within silos. While
many, if not most, Mountain Risers can identify these
silos (council, committees, teams, groups), direct
communication and collaboration between them
remain scarce. While some information may
inadvertently spill over to others, it's insufficient to
address the underlying issues. As the information
passes through these silos, it begins to resemble the
broken telephone game, where the original message is
distorted and misrepresented as it's relayed from
person to person.

One of the defining characteristics of Mountain Rise is
its origins as a house church. Throughout history, many
churches, including those formed during the early days,
decades, and centuries of the common era, began as
house churches. Similarly, many new church starts in the
twenty-first century still take root in homes, pubs, and
coffee shops. However, as the community grows, it
often outgrows its initial space, necessitating the
development of alternative forms of church and
community organization.

There's a tendency for humanity to fall into the trap of
nostalgia. While it's commendable to celebrate the
house church model for its significance in the 1960s, it's
crucial not to romanticize it. The tendency to
romanticize the past often hinders the ability to adapt to
the present and future. When fixated on recreating the
past, opportunities are missed for growth and
improvement in the present. The nostalgia of dwelling
on the glory days of church—children packed into
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Sunday School rooms, overflowing sanctuaries, and
expectations of individuals to participate in specific
ways—can hinder the ability to address current realities
and challenges of embracing the emerging second
reformation of the church. In John Dorhauer’s book,
Beyond Resistance, this reimagined church is referred
to as Church 3.0. It emphasizes a deeper sense of
community and mission, empowering individuals to be
the church in the world rather than merely attending
church.

In the not-too-distant future, | believe this community of
faith will call and welcome a new settled minister. As
your interim minister, | don’t want to burden them with
the weight of the angst that surrounds better
communication and transparency.

So, how can we foster trust and understanding in the
process of facilitating better communication and
understanding? Building upon the conversations and
spirit we shared while reading and discussing John
Dorhauer’s book, | believe reading and discussing
another book will help us as a community of faith better
understand and trust one another.

| invite the entire Mountain Rise community to read the
book, Practicing Our Faith: A Way of Life for Searching
People, edited by Dorothy C. Bass. By reading this book
together and discussing it in small groups, teams, and
committees, | believe Mountain Risers will discover
ways to foster better communication. This can be
achieved by emphasizing the practical application of
faith, encouraging reflection and conversation,
modeling collaborative communication, and providing
tools for individuals and groups to engage in
meaningful dialogue about faith practices and how they
can contribute to better governance, dialogue between
committees, and a stronger connection to the work and
mission of Mountain Rise.

| believe that you as the people of Mountain Rise are up
to the task and a future of new ministry and church life
is on the horizon.

Blessings and Peace,
Kelly Sprinkle
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From the Security and Safety Ad hoc Committee

Faye Eaton, Jen Leger,
Nicky McClain, Rob Stevens, and Rod Walters

For the past

few months

|our committee

has been

% meeting

~ regularly to

~ talk about

e |

W \hat a safe

: and secure
. church means.

What makes a church safe? What do we need to do

and how can we implement changes to ensure we

are safer and more secure? We have some thoughts

on this and we are sure you do too.

We will be holding an informational meeting after
worship on Sunday, September 21 in the
sanctuary. We hope you will come to hear what we
have been doing and to share your thoughts. We
plan to talk about the following items.

Key FOB and Building Security
As you are all probably aware, earlier this year a new
alarm and security system was installed. The alarm
system is working very well and because of the
system the Property Committee is able to better
monitor the building on a 24 hour basis. Part of this
system includes the use of key FOBs, an electronic
device to unlock the upper and lower level entry
door. The key FOB will eventually take the place of
having a key to enter the building. Once key FOBs
are distributed to all people who have a need for one,
the keyed locks for the entry doors will be changed.
Rod Walters is currently in the process of distributing
the key FOBs and the goal is to have all key FOBs
distributed by October 15th. If you have a key and
would like a Key FOB, please contact Rod Walters at
(315)310-5534.

Medical Emergency
How can we be prepared for a medical emergency?
What kind of equipment, training and procedures
are needed?

Mountain Rise New Branch
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Sunday Morning Security
What makes for a safer worship on Sunday
morning?

Safety and Security During the Week
How do we maintain a safe place during the week?

Review of Outdoor Worship
How do we make Outdoor Worship safer?

Remember, we have our thoughts but we need your
help and want to hear your thoughts also. Please
plan on attending the informational meeting on
Sunday, September 21 after worship.

Thank you,
The Ad hoc Safety and Security Committee

Soulful Soup Wednesdays

On the 3rd Wednesday of the month, join us for a
light supper and fellowship. Sponsored by
Fellowship and Faith Formation Committees.

Everyone is welcome! There will be two kinds of
soup, one vegetarian, bread & butter, cheese &
crackers. Freewill offering.

September 17
5:30-7pm
Fellowship Hall lower level

Questions: contact Elisabeth Hammer or Dave Ackroyd.
COME WARM YOUR HEART and SOUL!
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Church Council

September... we view this month as the end of
summer but it is also the beginning of a new church
season at Mountain Rise.

Council's meeting will be September 8 at 4:30 pm.
We have a few projects to work on this year and one
will be to try new ways to increase our
communications with the congregation. At our retreat
we discussed listing the Council members’ email in
the weekly Enews, making ourselves available after
worship, and possibly before worship to listen to your
concerns and then bring those comments back to the
full Council to discuss.

We will also be approving Council minutes via email
shortly after our meetings so they will be published in
a more timely fashion.

As always, you are welcome to attend the monthly
Council meetings.

Jane Pierce, Council Chair
jpcouncilchair@mtriseucc.org

Your Council Members:

Jane Pierce, Chair, jpcouncilchair@mtriseucc.org

Mike Tiss, Vice-Chair, michaeltiss4@aol.com

Kathy Nixon, Council Secretary, knixon326@gmail.com
Deborah Nettle, At-Large, roarie67@aol.com

Tom Prins, At-Large, tom.prins@compleatscholar.com

Rick Watkins, At-Large, rwatkins12@rochester.rr.com
Nicky McClain, Communications Committee Chair,
nickymcclain@gmail.com

Ministry Committee Chairs:

Faith Formation - Steven Grace

Fellowship - Dave Ackroyd

Caring Connections - Sherry Shaffer and
Cheryl Pipkin (co-chairs)

Spiritual Life and Worship - Ted Nixon

Service and Advocacy - Gail McClain
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Pastoral Search Committee:
Matt Deknatel, chair

Kathy Simpson, vice chair
Kirsten Erman, secretary

Ted Nixon, chaplain

Linda Boesl

Faye Eaton

Gary Schaefer

Council Meeting Scheduled

Monday, September 8, 4:30PM

Book Group

The Mountain Rise book group will hold its first
meeting of the school year on September 15, 6:30
pm in the library of Mountain Rise church. (Please note
the change in time and place! We will not begin zoom
meetings until November).

We will be discussing a book written by Bishop Mariann
Budde, who is well known for addressing President
Trump during the prayer service of his second
inauguration and imploring him "to have mercy on the
people in our country who are scared now," from those
who are part of the LGBTQ+ community to immigrants
and refugees.

With How We Learn to Be Brave,
Bishop Budde tells us that being
brave is not a singular occurrence,
but a journey that we can choose to
undertake every day. Using a variety
of personal experiences and stories TR

from the Bible and history, she

teaches us how to live and to
beliefs and in a way that will align with our best selves.

adl Il
Mrave

respond according to our true DAY

Join us for an interesting discussion! Contact Rick
Watkins with any questions (585)203-1629,
rwatkins12@rochester.rr.com).



mailto:rwatkins12@rochester.rr.com
mailto:jpcouncilchair@mtriseucc.org
mailto:michaeltiss4@aol.com
mailto:knixon326@gmail.com
mailto:roarie67@aol.com
mailto:tom.prins@compleatscholar.com
mailto:rwatkins12@rochester.rr.com
mailto:nickymcclain@gmail.com
mailto:jpcouncilchair@mtriseucc.org
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Mountain Rise has two updated assisteD
listening opportunities. One is a loop
system to connect with individual

hearing aids; the second is new

the sanctuary).

Anyone interested in learning how to connect hearing
aids to the loop can contact Sherry Shaffer

September 2025

We pray especially for these members, friends,

and loved ones of Mountain Rise:

Please advise the church office of any changes.

Sue Cook, health concerns
Thorne Family, on Fred's passing

ct sherks@rochester.rr.com. y Steinheider Family, on Dick's passing

Sharon Heister, health concerns
Ken Ackroyd, health concerns
Judy Thorne, health concerns .
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Caring for Each Other

Are you facing a health challenge or other need for a caring connection? Do you know someone
else at Mountain Rise in need? Our pastoral care team (Pastor Kelly Sprinkle, Sherry Shaffer, and
Cheryl Pipkin) may not be aware of the situation or that contact would be welcomed. Please let us
know how we can help by calling 585-223-2433 or sending an email to office@mtriseucc.org.

MOUNTAIN RISE

The UCC was founded in 1957 as the union of several
different Christian traditions: from the beginning of our
history, we were a church that affirmed the ideal that
Christians did not always have to agree in order to live
together in communion. The United Church of Christ is one
of the most diverse Christian churches in the United States.
To read stories about our history and future visit ucc.org.

The United Church of Christ Seeks to...
—Be Inclusive, not Exclusive
—Celebrate diverse membership & Christian belief
—Be united and uniting, yet...
—Affirm each congregation’s autonomy
—Be Committed to Justice & Peace

God is still speaking... life evolves. we evolve. faith must evolve....are we still listening?
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