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In this Issue: 

• Council Updates 
• Hearing Loop Info 
• On-line Directory 
• Prayer List 

Calendar 

Knitting, Tuesdays at 10:00AM 
Bibles & Books, 10:00AM the Second & Fourth Tuesday  
ROMEOs, Fridays, 12:00PM 
First Monday, December 1, 6:00PM 
JULIETs, December 5, 12:00PM 
Council Meeting, December 8, 4:45PM 
Open & Affirming Group, December 9, 7:00PM 
Service & Advocacy, December 14, 11:15 AM 
Book Group, January 19, 7:30PM 

****** 
Spiritual Growth Group I, December 22, 7:15 PM 
Spiritual Growth Group II, December 9, 2:30PM 
Spiritual Growth Group III, December 22, 2:00 PM 
Spiritual Growth Group IV, December 3 2:00PM

THE NEW BRANCH 
MOUNTAIN RISE 

 UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Mountain Rise United Church of Christ 
2 Mountain Rise  

Fairport, NY 14450 
Phone: (585) 223-2433     

Website:  mtriseucc.org 
email office@mtriseucc.org

Th e c h u rc h o ffi c e i s s t a f f e d o n Tu e s d a y s 
10:00am-3:00pm and Thursdays 12:30-3:00pm. If you 
need to contact staff or access to the building at an 
a l t e r n a t i v e t i m e , p l e a s e e m a i l o r c a l l : 
office@mtriseucc.org or 585-223-2433. Please don’t 
hesitate to leave a telephone message.

Advent and Christmas Worship 
First Sunday of Advent, November 30 

In the time of  Herod, We Long for God to Break In 
Luke 1:5-13 

Second Sunday of Advent, December 7 
When We’re Running Out of Hope, God Is at Work 

Matthew 11:1-11 

Third Sunday of Advent, December 14 
Even in Our Fear, We Are Called Forward 

Luke 1:26-39 

Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 21 
When You’re Afraid, Give Me Your Hand 

Matthew 1:18-25 

Christmas Eve, December 24 
Candlelight Worship for Families and Children - 5:00 PM 

Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols - 9:00 PM 

First Sunday after Christmas 
Fear Doesn’t Stop Us 

Matthew 2:1-12, 16-18 

Second Sunday after Christmas 
Let Fear Fuel A Fire for Justice 

Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23

Office will be closed December 24, 25, 26, 31 & January 1.

mailto:office@mtriseucc.org
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When Waiting Means Working 

We’re in a season of waiting at Mountain Rise, whether we 
chose it or not. 

Waiting for your next settled pastor. Waiting to see what the 
congregation looks like five years from now. Waiting, some of 
you hope, for young families with children to walk through 
the doors and make everything feel like church is supposed 
to feel. 

I hear this longing often, and not just at Mountain Rise. “If we 
just had more families with kids….” Congregations across the 
country say this wistfully, as if full Sunday school classrooms 
would secure our future. Here’s what I want to say gently: 
that’s probably not the answer. Families with young children 
face a dozen options and a thousand competing Sunday 
morning obligations. Waiting for them to solve our questions 
about the future is like waiting for rotary phones to make their 
comeback. 

The people who do find their way to progressive churches 
like Mountain Rise come for different reasons. Spiritual 
seekers wanting depth without dogma. Justice-oriented folks 
looking for communities that actually respond to climate 
crisis. LGBTQ+ people searching for churches that truly 
celebrate them. People wounded by conservative Christianity 
but still hungry for the sacred. They’re searching for 
authenticity, for a faith that shows up in the world. 

Mountain Rise was born in 1962. Churches that thrived in the 
late 20th century rode a particular cultural wave—one that’s 
long since broken and receded. The question was never “how 
do we stay the same?” The question has always been “how do 
we stay faithful?” 

So here’s the Advent tension: What if the future you’re waiting 
for isn’t about recapturing something lost, but about 
becoming something you can’t yet fully imagine? 

You’re already a justice-oriented congregation. Progressive 
theology, creation care, radical welcome, Open and Affirming
—you’ve been living these values for decades. This witness is 
needed. Maybe the future is fiercer in its commitments. 
Maybe it partners with other congregations in ways that blur 
boundaries. Maybe it becomes known as the place where 
exhausted activists find rest and emerging justice-seekers find 
mentors. Maybe it discovers that depth matters more than 
size, that faithfulness matters more than filling chairs.

This is where Advent waiting meets Advent working. We’re not 
passively waiting for some fantasy future to arrive. We’re 
actively participating in what’s trying to be born, even when we 
can’t see its shape. We’re doing the work right now: showing 
up for each other, continuing our justice commitments, staying 
curious about what could be. 

This Advent and Christmas season, we’ll sing a hymn with 
original lyrics set to the familiar tune of “Bring a Torch, 
Jeanette, Isabella”. “Something stirs beneath the starlight, 
something older than our fear.” The hymn reminds us that 
hope isn’t about clarity or comfort. It’s about paying attention 
to what’s stirring in the darkness, what’s emerging before we 
can name it. Sometimes the waiting itself is the work. 

You don’t need to figure it all out this December. Just stay 
curious. Keep working for justice because that’s who you are. 
Keep asking “what if?” instead of “if only.” Trust that your 
faithfulness matters even when you can’t see where it leads. 
Growth happens in the dark. Transformation happens in the 
waiting. Hope is born in unlikely places. 

It’s December. The days grow short and cold. We string lights 
in the darkness anyway. We sing carols about hope anyway. 
We gather and light candles and tell the ancient stories one 
more time. Not because we’re certain everything will work out 
fine, but because this is what hope looks like in the dark—you 
make some light, you sing anyway, you show up for each other, 
you trust that love matters. 

Something is stirring beneath the starlight. Something older 
than our fear. We’re helping bring it into being, together. That’s 
the work. That’s the hope. That’s what makes this season holy. 

Christmas reminds us that God shows up as something small 
and vulnerable, born in the night to parents with no guarantee 
of safety, no certainty about what comes next. Just hope, 
taking flesh. Just love, showing up anyway. The risk of it all—
that’s the story. Hope being born when the world least expects 
it, in the least likely place, among people who trust that 
showing up matters even when they can’t see the ending. 

May this Christmas season remind you what you already know: 
that love persists, that peace comes, that joy arrives, that hope 
is what we create together by refusing to give up on each 
other. May you find yourself surprised by joy, held by this 
community, grounded in what matters most. 

Peace and hope to you all, 
Kelly Sprinkle
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Church Council

Your Council Members: 
Jane Pierce, Chair, jpcouncilchair@mtriseucc.org  
Mike Tiss, Vice-Chair, michaeltiss4@aol.com 
Kathy Nixon, Council Secretary, knixon326@gmail.com 
Deborah Nettle, At-Large, roarie67@aol.com 
Tom Prins, At-Large, tom@scholarschoice.com 
Mike Riley, At-Large, rileymichaeld@gmail.com 
Nicky McClain, Communications Committee Chair, 
nickymcclain@gmail.com

Ministry Committee Chairs: 
Faith Formation - Steven Grace 
Fellowship - Dave Ackroyd 
Caring Connections - Sherry Shaffer and 	 	
	 Cheryl Pipkin (co-chairs) 
Spiritual Life and Worship - Ted Nixon 
Service and Advocacy - Vacant
Pastoral Search Committee:  
Kathy Simpson, chair 
Faye Eaton, vice chair 
Kirsten Erman, secretary 
Ted Nixon, chaplain 
Linda Boesl 
Gary Schaefer

From your Council Chair 

As I write this letter for December I try to block out the 
commercialism surrounding the Christmas season that 
seems to start earlier each year and focus on the magic 
of the season and beginning of a new year right around 
the corner. This can also be a not so joyous time for 
many.  Hopefully we can lean on each other for strength 
and practice self care. Kind words and gestures go a 
long way any time of the year. 

We are a busy church during the Advent season with 
the Pledge Campaign beginning, the Angel tree giving 
that includes the wonderful hats and gloves lovingly 
made by our knitters, and gift wrapping on December 
7, the Advent candle lighting each week, and the 
Christmas search, just to name a few highlights.   

Council has welcomed a new At Large member, Mike 
Riley. Mike will complete Rick Watkin’s term ending  
August 31, 2026. 

The informational meeting on November 30 has given 
Council  items to work on. We certainly hope these 
meetings are helpful to all. Please continue to share 
your thoughts with any Council member either in 
person or by email. One can also attend the monthly 
Council meeting. We kindly ask if there is a topic to 
discuss, please let us know prior to the meeting so it 
can be added to our agenda. 

Peace to you and your family, 
Jane Pierce 
Council Chair

The Caring Connections Committee is looking for a 
volunteer or two who will be able and willing to 
provide rides to and from Mountain Rise worship 
services on Sundays for a person who lives on Baird 
Road in Fairport. If you can be that volunteer, please 
contact Sherry Shaffer.

Search Committee Update  
Good news!  The Search Committee has identified a 
candidate to be our Settled Pastor. Throughout this 
process, the Committee sought and experienced the 
Spirit’s presence to guide us.  We felt Spirit most 
profoundly at the conclusion of the second interview 
with this candidate. All six of us were stunned into 
silence.  The next day when we met, Ted Nixon called 
the second interview experience a “spiritual 
experience.” We enthusiastically nodded in 
agreement. 

I hope you take from this report that we are 
unanimous in our choice. And so far, the candidate is 
also enthusiastic about Mountain Rise United Church 
of Christ. At this stage of the process, however, we 
cannot share anything further about the candidate. 
When the confidentiality imperative is lifted, rest 
assured, we will happily share more details. 

As always, thank you for your patience, your trust in 
us, and your restraint in asking us questions we 
cannot answer due to confidentiality. 

Kathy Simpson 
Chair, Search Committee

mailto:jpcouncilchair@mtriseucc.org
mailto:michaeltiss4@aol.com
mailto:knixon326@gmail.com
mailto:roarie67@aol.com
mailto:tom@scholarschoice.com
mailto:rileymichaeld@gmail.com
mailto:nickymcclain@gmail.com
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Christmas decorating, Saturday, 
December 6, 1:00pm. 

Un-decorating January 4, after worship.

Christmas Poinsettias 

All who are interested in contributing donations to the 
Christmas Poinsettia Fund, please complete this sheet and 
your donation (cash or checks payable to Mountain Rise) in 
the offering basket or mail to the church office. 

Dedications may be made in memory of, in honor of, in 
celebration of loved ones or friends, or any dedication that 
you feel is appropriate.  

This dedication is given by:  
(Please Print Clearly) 
___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 

Please circle one: in memory of/ in honor of/ in celebration 
of/ or other: (Please Print Clearly) 
__________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________ 

	   Amount of Donation $ ____________ 

Deadline: Monday, December 15 
A list of dedications will be available Christmas Eve. 

Flowers may be taken home after 
Christmas Eve Lessons & Carols.

Christmas Angel Gifts and Church Wrapping Party 

Again this year, MRUCC is providing Christmas gifts to 
Rochester children in need. Unfortunately Habitat for 
Humanity has suddenly cancelled its program to provide 
gifts to children of homeowners.  The good news is, (thank 
you, Gail McClain for your recommendation), Person 
Centered Housing Options (PCHO) has become the 2025 
recipient of Mountain Rise UCC’s holiday giving. 

PCHO addresses chronic homelessness in Rochester by 
working with individuals and families to not only obtain 
permanent housing, but to receive the social services that 
will help them obtain self-sufficiency and remain housed.  
Our gifts will make the holidays brighter for the children in 
these families and it is a fun and meaningful way to connect 
with our own church family. 

Names of children and their gift requests can be obtained 
from Kathy Nixon. Unwrapped gifts need to be returned to 
the church no later than the morning of December 7th for 
an all-church wrapping party directly after the worship 
service. A light lunch will be provided.   

The wrapping party on December 7 is open to all ages and 
wrapping abilities. Please bring scissors, tape and boxes of 
all sizes. All gifts for each individual will be wrapped and 
placed in a large plastic or cloth bag (not paper to avoid 
rips). Garbage bags or large bags with handles (at Kohls, 
Marshalls, TJ Maxx, etc for $1) will be perfect.   There will be 
a supply of these bags at the wrapping party, but please 
bring others if you have them.  

For more information about these opportunities, please 
contact Kathy Nixon in person, at knixon326@gmail.com or 
(585)737-6797. Delivery of gifts to PCHO will take place 
during the week of December 8th.  
Thank you very much for your generosity!

All are welcome to the Annual Christmas Adventure 
Sunday, December 14, 4:30-6:00pm. We’ll meet at 
Powers Farm Market at 4:30 for caroling, the Nativity 
Walk, and then enjoy cider and donut holes by the 
hearth. We hope to see you there! 

Questions? Text or call Elisabeth Hammer 
585-244-9690 

This year’s Mountain Rise Reverse Advent Calendar.

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ut6m6m3ml5tfyka69183p/Reverse-Advent-Calendar-2025.pdf?rlkey=53ds2ki9tk83ieyrmx6pcxiya&e=1&st=xqut5s9l&dl=0
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SATURDAY FUN NIGHT! 
Regardless of age, come join us for… 

GAME NIGHT 
Saturday, December 13 

Second Saturday of each Month 
6:30-8:30 pm, Lower Fellowship Hall 

Please bring a snack or drink to share as well as games to play. 

No Sign-up is necessary.  
Questions?  Contact Rob Stevens at 314-1938 or 

robertstevens11@gmail.com

JULIET’s will meet the first Friday in December, 
December 5th at SALT. RSVP Trisch Tavolette 
either by email: trisch14564@gmail.com or in 
church if you plan to attend.

First Monday meets on December 1 at 6:00.  Dinner 
is at 6:30 and the program begins around 7:15.   

Dan Caster is the speaker. Dan spent 8 years in the Air 
Force and 22 years with the CIA.   Dan was deployed 
overseas for 12 years in a covert capacity.  He is now 
retired as a practicing artist.  

 Please indicate your planned attendance by using 
the sign-up sheet on the church bulletin board.

Soulful Soup Wednesdays 

What comes to mind when you hear…  
“Come join us for Soulful Soup?” 

• Is it a warm bowl of soup held in your hands? 
• Is a crockpot boiling with delicious smells filling the 

room? 
• Is it sitting with a good friend sharing stories over what 

feels like the best soup in the world with crackers and 
other delights adding to the meal? 

• Maybe it’s just a cup of soup, made with a packet and 
hot water… But it taste good, makes one feel good 
and floods your mind with memories from the past. 

Soulful Soup welcomes all the above and more, hoping 
to build new memories for those of us who gather. 
There are at least two kinds of soup (one vegetarian), 
gluten-free options, and delightful desserts. Simple, but 
filling you both heart and soul, a gift.  

Usually the third Wednesday each month 5:30pm-ish - 
7:00pm-ish. The next gathering: 

December 17 
5:30-7pm 

Fellowship Hall lower level 

Please join us as you are and bring your friends, your 
families and maybe even your neighbors. Hope to see 
you there. 
Questions: contact Elisabeth Hammer or Dave Ackroyd. 

COME WARM YOUR HEART and SOUL!

December 21

mailto:robertstevens11@gmail.com
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Service and Advocacy
For Justice and Peace

An Emergency Food Relief Organization 

Please consider having a food drive in your neighborhood or 
business. We average close to feeding 30-40 people per week 
and give them at least a week's groceries. 

Listed below is what we really need. Please remember we do not 
accept expired food and jumbo size isn't always the best as they 
won't fit into our boxes or make them too heavy.  

We need: macaroni and cheese, jelly, soup, juice boxes, tea, 
coffee, snacks, crackers, cookies, jello, pudding, cake mixes, 
brownie mixes, frosting, pancake mix, spaghetti, spaghetti 
sauce, stuffing, gravy, dried mashed potatoes, canned fruit 
cocktail, pineapple, carrots, mixed vegetables, mayonnaise, 
cooking oil, cans of black, red and white beans, chili, beef 
stew, toothbrushes, deodorant, shampoo, soap and body 
wash..  

Also needed: sturdy plastic reusable grocery bags like Wegmans, 
clean and in good shape; they would be greatly appreciated. 

Thank you for your support. 

Justice and Peace Action Network (JPANet) 

Looking for a Way to Take Positive Action? 

This network is the grassroots advocacy of the United 
Church of Christ across the country. The JPANet both 
educates and engages its members in shaping public policy 
in keeping with God’s vision of a just and loving society. Its 
work is grounded in General Synod resolutions, consistent 
with historic UCC witness, and formed by a biblical 
understanding of prophetic ministry. 

Sign up below to join the network and receive weekly action 
alerts in your email about UCC justice issues. 
Click here-

Open & Affirming Group Meeting 
	 Tuesday, December 9 

	 	 at 7:00 pm 
	 	 at Mountain Rise 

	 YOU are Welcome!

Urge Congress to Pass the Truth and Healing 
Commission on Indian Boarding School Policies Act! 

During Indigenous History Month, we must not only 
remember the painful legacy of the Indian Boarding 
Schools but also act with courage and conviction to 
repair the harm and walk in right relationship with 
Indigenous peoples. 
In 2003, the United Church of Christ’s General Synod 
passed a resolution addressing the UCC’s role in 
supporting the shameful history of Indian Boarding Schools. 
These schools were ideologically rooted in the Doctrine of 
Discovery, and institutionally began in 1869 with President 
Grant’s establishment of a “Board of Indian Commissioners” 
to distribute Indian territories to various Christian 
denominations for the purposes of building boarding 
schools. Among these recipients was the American Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions (ABCFM), formed 
by Congregationalists in Massachusetts in 1810. These 
schools had the dual intention of evangelization (to “kill the 
Indian and save the man”) and assimilation, which ultimately 
resulted in cultural genocide.    
As a church and a nation, we must acknowledge and 
confess this dark history and support reparations for the 
cultural, psychological, theological, and physical 
damage done. But confession needs to be coupled with 
action.   
That is why this year the United Church of Christ endorsed 
the Truth and Healing Commission on Indian Boarding 
School Policies Act (S. 761). The legislation would establish 
a formal commission to investigate and document the 
history of Indian Boarding Schools, including their 
involvement in ethnocide and violations of human rights. 
The commission would, among other things, hold  public 
hearings for victims and survivors to share their trauma and 
the ongoing impact of these schools, and ultimately offer 
recommendations to the government for further action.  
This bill recently passed out of committee in both the 
House and the Senate, and Congress will vote soon on 
its full passage. Tell your members of Congress to support 
S. 761, to move our nation toward a restored future and a 
right relationship with tribal nations. 

Go to: https://www.ucc.org/action-center/ 
Thank you, Your Universal Justice Team

http://uccfiles.com/pdf/gs29-1.pdf
http://uccfiles.com/pdf/gs29-1.pdf
https://www.globalministries.org/resource/abcfm_200/
https://www.globalministries.org/resource/abcfm_200/
https://www.ucc.org/action-center/
https://www.ucc.org/what-we-do/justice-local-church-ministries/justice/washington-dc-office/justice-and-peace-action-network/
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Caring for Each Other 

Are you facing a health challenge or other need for a caring connection? Do you know someone 
else at Mountain Rise in need? Our pastoral care team (Pastor Kelly Sprinkle, Sherry Shaffer, and 
Cheryl Pipkin) may not be aware of the situation or that contact would be welcomed. Please let us 
know how we can help by calling 585-223-2433 or sending an email to office@mtriseucc.org. 

Mountain Rise
The United Church of Christ Seeks to… 
	 —Be Inclusive, not Exclusive 
	 —Celebrate diverse membership & Christian belief 
	 —Be united and uniting, yet… 
	 —Affirm each congregation’s autonomy 
	 —Be Committed to Justice & Peace

The UCC was founded in 1957 as the union of several 
different Christian traditions: from the beginning of our 
history, we were a church that affirmed the ideal that 
Christians did not always have to agree in order to live 
together in communion.  The United Church of Christ is one 
of the most diverse Christian churches in the United States. 
To read stories about our history and future visit ucc.org.

God is still speaking… life evolves. we evolve. faith must evolve.…are we still listening?

We pray especially for these members, friends, 
and loved ones of Mountain Rise:

 

Please advise the church office of any changes.

If you or someone you know needs prayers, please 
contact the church office or the Caring Connections 
Committee, Cheryl Pipkin, Sherry Shaffer.

Mountain Rise has two updated assisted 
listening opportunities. One is a loop 
system to connect with individual 
hearing aids; the second is new 
headsets (located on the bench outside 
the sanctuary).  

Anyone interested in learning how to connect hearing 
aids to the loop can contact Sherry Shaffer 
at sherks@rochester.rr.com.

Available 
Pronoun stickers are available and 
are a great way to raise awareness 
about gender inclusiveness. Wear 

these in support of inclusivity: a 
simple act toward a just world.

mailto:sherks@rochester.rr.com
http://ucc.org

